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services, collection development, technology, library leadership, cataloging/technical services,
customer service, reference, and MORE. Each afternoon we will have a “Library Happy Hour”
where fun sessions encouraging networking and
togetherness will be highlighted.
Proposals for all conference events, including program presentations, section/
roundtable/committee meetings, awards, etc.,
should be submitted using the proposal link:
https://forms.gle/MMwG41iCoL1furAo9. The
deadline for proposals is 5:00 p.m. CST on July
15, 2022.
Please contact Sarah Mangrum at
Sarah.Rials@usm.edu or Phillip Carter at
pcarter@starkville.lib.ms.us with any questions or
comments. We are looking forward to the great
proposals that we are sure to receive!

MLA/SELA 2022 Joint Conference
Call for Proposals
For 2022 we’re back in person and better
than ever! This year’s MLA/SELA joint conference
will be held at the MSU Riley Center in Meridian,
MS, from October 11 – October 14, 2022. We are
so excited to be back together again and to welcome SELA members to Mississippi!
The theme for this year’s conference is
“Libraries Uncensored.” One of the basic principles of the ALA’s Library Bill of Rights states that
“libraries should challenge censorship in the fulfillment of their responsibility to provide information and enlightenment” (ALA Council, 1939).
While censorship challenges of library materials,
resources, and services have been happening for
many years we are seeing a resurgence of challenges as of late. ALA’s Office of Intellectual Freedom (OIF) recorded a total of 729 challenges to
library, school, and university materials and services in 2021, which resulted in more than 1,597
individual book challenges or removals. This is the
highest number of attempted book bans in 20
years. Now, more than ever, libraries play a critical role in making knowledge and ideas available
to everyone so that people are free to choose what
to read. “Libraries Uncensored” doesn’t just refer
to book challenges/bans, rather, it encompasses
all the ways that libraries uphold intellectual freedom.
We are seeking program proposals that
will speak to all aspects of library work in public,
academic, school, and special libraries. While topics related to this year’s theme will be prioritized,
we welcome ALL topics! Ideas include, but are not
limited to, proposals relating to programming and

Interested in joining SELA or need to
renew your membership?
SELA has special new member and student rates!
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Welcomes Alumna Shelbi Webb as
Diversity Resident Librarian
UNC Greensboro
alumna Shelbi Webb has accepted the position of diversity
resident librarian at University
Libraries for the 2021-2023
session. The program helps
recent graduates begin building their professional careers
as librarians with a focus on
Shelbi Webb
academic librarianship. In addition, the program is designed to promote diversity within library staff to broaden University culture. Webb graduated from The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a degree in
mass communication and journalism. She went on
to graduate with a Master of Library and Information Science from UNCG in the spring of 2021.
During her time in graduate school, Webb
was a graduate assistant for UNCG’s University
Libraries, worked with UNCG's Special Collections
and University Archives as a student assistant,
and interned with UNCG’s Communication Studies Department in digital asset management. After
graduating from the MLIS program, she was a
Library and Archives intern in the Collections Department at Plimoth Patuxet Museums. She also
served as an administrative assistant for StedmanWade Health Services Inc., a community health
center organization.
Webb is a lover of stories told through
various types of media, like books and movies. She
is fond of dancing and music, as well as walking
through nature. When asked to share more about
herself, Webb said, “I like going down rabbit
holes, so I chose to become a librarian to help others navigate them.” Webb will be working with
different departments within the University Libraries on rotation to build professional skills and
experience new facets of librarianship to refine her
career choice. As of now, her favored interests in
the library are metadata and special collections.
Currently, she is serving in the Research, Outreach, and Instruction Department and serving as
Co-Liaison to the African and African American
Diaspora Department.

GEORGIA
THE GEORGIA KNOWLEDGE
REPOSITORY
The Georgia Knowledge Repository (GKR)
(https://www.gaknowledge.org/) is a central repository of metadata records from participating
GALILEO institutions freely available to the citizens of Georgia and the larger scholarly community. GALILEO, also known as Georgia Library
Learning Online (https://www.galileo.usg.edu/),
is an online access point to library materials and
an initiative of the Board of Regents of the University System of Georgia, but many of the resources
provided through GALILEO are subscription-only
materials. The GKR provides access to academic
and intellectual works from Georgia’s colleges and
universities held in the repositories of each institution. The GKR is the place to find journal articles, presentations and speeches, newspapers,
yearbooks, theses and dissertations, and many
other items produced at Georgia’s institutions of
higher learning.

NORTH
CAROLINA
UNC GREENSBORO
UNC Greensboro’s University Libraries

29

News from States

The Southeastern Librarian Vol. 69, No. 4

UNC GREENSBORO

believes that technology has been the one thing
that has changed the most at the University Libraries. While the beginning of her career saw her
with paper catalog books, she now finds herself
teaching and helping students with information
literacy workshops and research consultations. “I
enjoy talking to people and finding out how the
Libraries can support them; I also like connecting
people to each other,” commented Houk. One area
that hasn't changed and has remained at the forefront of the University Libraries, is its dedication
to student centeredness and commitment to
providing excellent service to the community.
When asked about how her academic experiences
have shaped her professional journey, one of
Houk's favorite aspects has been building collaborative relationships across the University.

UNC Greensboro’s Amy Harris Houk
Appointed to Assistant Dean for Teaching
and Learning with University Libraries
Associate Professor
and Department Head of Research, Outreach, and Instruction, Amy Harris Houk,
has been appointed to Assistant Dean for Teaching and
Learning with UNC Greensboro’s University Libraries.
This appointment is Houk’s
fifth position during her tenAmy Harris Houk ure at UNCG. Houk graduated with a Masters of Library and Information
Studies (now known as Library and Information
Science) from UNCG in 2005. As a graduate student, she interned with the University Libraries as
a member of the Reference Department and
worked there until she was hired as a temporary
employee. Houk went on to become a member of
the faculty at the University and was hired as a
First-Year Instruction Librarian in 2006. In 2009,
she accepted a new position as the Literacy Coordinator, and in 2016, she was promoted to Assistant Department Head of Research, Outreach, and
Instruction (also known as ROI). Houk would later become Head of the department.
Houk attributes her service to the University on the General Education Task Force as a catalyst for leading her to accept the position of Assistant Dean. From 2017 until 2019, the General
Education Task Force was charged with revising
UNCG's general education curriculum. Following
an intensive self-study and two iterations of the
task force, the Faculty Senate voted to endorse a
new UNCG general education program, Minerva's
Academic Curriculum, on October 19, 2019. It was
later implemented in the fall of 2021. Armed with
a strong desire to bring positive change to the
UNCG campus as a whole — not just in University
Libraries — the welfare of UNCG students is an
important part of Houk's motivation. Overall, she
is eager to take on this new challenge. “I love
UNCG, and I am excited to take on these additional responsibilities,” said Houk.
During her 18-year career at UNCG, Houk

UNC GREENSBORO

UNC Greensboro’s University Libraries
Presents the 2022 Faculty and Staff
Awards
Assistant Circulation Desk Manager Lois Vinson
in Access Services received the Staff Excellence
Award.

Lois Vinson

Preservation Specialist Suzanne Sawyer in
Preservation Services received the Staff Equity
Diversity and Inclusion Award.

Suzanne Sawyer
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Multimedia Instruction Coordinator Paula
Damasceno in the Digital Media Commons received the Staff Service Award.

Reference Librarian, Diversity Coordinator, and
Associate Professor Gerald Holmes in Reference,
Outreach, and Instruction received the Faculty
Equity Diversity and Inclusion Award.

Paula Damasceno
Gerald Holmes

Curator of Manuscripts and Assistant Professor
Stacey Krim in the Martha Blakeney Hodges Special Collections and University Archives received
the Faculty Teaching Award.

Stacey Krim

Discovery Cataloger and Assistant Professor
Tiffany Henry in Technical Services received the
Faculty Research Award.

Do you have news to share about
your library or state?
Send it to us!

Tiffany Henry

Please send all news items to the News
Editor, Hollie Stevenson-Parrish,
at hdsteven@uncg.edu.
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